Jeannette M. Wasson (1847-1914)

Jeannette Wasson was the fourth of eight children born to John and Jemima
Wasson.

John and Jemima Wasson’s daughter Jeannette was born on March 3, 1847 in Amboy, Oswego
County, New York. She moved to Jackson County, lowa with her family in 1854, and then to Jones
County, lowa by 1860.

Like the rest of her family, Jeannette attended the Scotch Grove Presbyterian Church when the
family moved to the area in 1854. She united with the Onslow Presbyterian Church after it
opened in the 1870s.

\

Jeannette Wasson Sim (left) and David Sim (right)
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Jeannette married local farmer David Sim on December 20, 1871 at her parents’ home. David
Sim arrived in lowa with his parents John and Rachel Sim and brother James from Pennsylvania
in 1853, part of a wave of settlers from western Pennsylvania that arrived in Jones County at that
time. John and Rachel established a farm east of present-day Onslow. After they married, David
and Jeannette lived on his parents’ farm. He eventually bought some land adjacent to his
parents’ farm, and later took over the family farm operation. David bought out his father in 1886,
and John moved into Onslow at that time.
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This 1893 plat map shows the full extent of David Sim’s farm, which included 200 acres in
sections 6 and 7 of Wyoming Township.

e For more about their farm, see The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County,

lowa.
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First established in 1853 by John Sim, the Sim-Wasson Farm was later owned by his son David,
David’s wife Jeannette, and then Jeannette’s nephew Duncan Wasson.

The part of the Sim-Wasson Farm that lies north across te road (Highway E29)
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The sons of Jeannette’s nephew Duncan, Boyd shoveling snow and Douglas sitting in the wagon,
are seen in front of the farmhouse on the Sim-Wasson Farm that likely dates back to when
David and Jeannette Sim lived on the farm. This farmhouse was replaced in 1946.

Jeannette and David had five children, including the following:

Jemima Rachel Sim, born December 8, 1872, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa

John A. Sim, born April 25, 1875, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa

Stillborn Son Sim, delivered October 5, 1876, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa

Stillborn Daughter Sim, delivered January 19, 1878, in Wyoming Township, Jones County,
lowa

Stanley D. Sim, born January 30, 1879, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa

Two of their children were stillborn, and the other three died in infancy, none surviving to their
first birthday.
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Jeannette and David became quite active in the Onslow Presbyterian Church. Jeannette taught
the Sunday School primary class there for more than forty years. David was elected to the
position of church elder in March 1877 for a three-year term. He was repeatedly reelected to
that position, and held it for more than 25 years until his death. He was also involved in Sunday
School for 20 of those years.
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Jeannette and David Sim, about 1878

In 1888, his father John changed his will, leaving only $25 to David, and the bulk of his estate of
about $4500 — assuming David had no children — to his brother’s four children back in Scotland.
After his father died in 1890 David contested the will, challenging his father’s competence.

John’s will claimed that he had given David a good price on the farm when he sold it to him in
1886, and John had also given David all the personal property on the farm. Testimony at the trial
also indicated that John felt he had been treated quite badly by his daughter-in-law Jeannette to
such an extent as to induce him to sell the farm and leave. This was the motivation behind John’s
revision of his will, and seems quite at odds with the image painted in Jeannette’s obituary after
she died.

David lost the case. He appealed to the lowa Supreme Court, which determined a new trial was
necessary. David Sim and his Scotland cousins then reached a settlement.
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In 1899, the old public school property on the west side of Onslow was sold to David and
Jeannette Sim, and they built a new residence on it. (One source about that property suggests
that David Sim owned the property when the school was first built in the 1870s, but | think that
was simply an awkward wording in that source.) The Sims moved into their new Onslow town
home in December of that year, and Harbison Orr began renting the Sim Farm. Orr would later
marry Jeannette’s niece Jessie Wasson McBride in 1919.

The Sim house in town in the early 1900s, with Jeannette’s nephew Duncan Wasson and his
friend Will Dennison parked out front.
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Old Onslow Public School. The Sims later used part of the building as a barn when they built
their Onslow town house on the property in 1899.

e For more about their retirement residence, see The Sim Town House and Properties,
Onslow, lowa.

David died in 1902. His funeral was held at the Onslow Presbyterian church, and he was buried
in Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, lowa.
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DEATH OF MR. DAVID SIM.

An Honorable and E;t—eemed Citizen Go;s
to His Reward.

—_—

Our cstimato of tho valuo of a man

that the mortal body now rests in the
gilont tomb, hen tho sloop of otor-
nal rost boging, then our mortal
natures awaken to a keon appreciation
of tho pleasures and hupqmw that
woro ours to enjoy in tho lifo of him
who has been called to glory. It has
boen said of ono man, that whon the
spirit took his flight from the body
and departed to tho judgmont throno,
ali the Apgels of Heaven rejoiced for
thoy know that this soul would find
nn abundant ontrance and a glad wel-
come with the Heavenly Kiop.

These are the thoughts that are
suggosted as wo contomplato the char-
acter of Mr, David Sim, who died in
his homo at Onlsow, Thursday, March
13th, 1802, at the ago of 53 yoars, 4
months and 28 days. His illncss was
of practically short duration. About
Fobruary 2ith ho’was tnken with an
attack of quinsy, and this was followed
about a week Iator with stomach
trouble, and as a rosult of theso com-
ghcutions lifo was ovorcomo and Mr.

im was no more. The community
could scarcely roalizo tho solomn truth,
nor can we yot fully comprehend what
it all moans, While Mr. Sim had not a
rugged constitution, yot fow and por-
baps nopme roalized bow sorious bhia
condition was. DMany know he was

ho would bo out«ninin in a short time,
0s usunl when ho had a sick spoll; but
how great the shock, how heavy tho
blow when tho announcoment camo of
his death! Mr/ Sim has been _a con-
tinuous yosidons of this immedinto vi-
'cinity for forty-nino years—noarly half
of a contury. o wasa born at Pitts
burg, Pa,, Oct. 15th, 1848, In 1853
be camo west with ixis paronts who
soitled on whnt we koow vow ns tho
Sim homestead, threo-fourths of a
milo cast of town. 1iore he lived un-
'til two years ago, whon, aftor building
a beautiful home in, the villago, bo
moved to town to onjoy tho comforts
of a rotired life, On Dec.
‘ho marriod Joanpotte Wasson. Three
|childrcn woro born to them, all of
whom died in infapncy, tho eldost liv-

g Saly o e

Qim unitnd with

can well bo measurod by tho ‘senso of garved in this copacity coatinuously
loss exporionced whon wo fully realizo for 35 years,

sick and thought as a matter of courso £°

20th, 1871, |

In June, 1873, Mr. Sim united with
the Presbytorinn church on profession
of fuith.,” This was two years altor
tho church was organizod, In March,
1877, ho was olocted and ordained a
ruling oldor in this church, and ovory
threo yonrs thoreafter ho was re-clect-
od to tho samo office. Ilo thoroforo

Whot a glorious record
of sorvice for christianity and the God
ho loved! For over 20 years ho bns
taken an active part in tho Sundoy
school worlt, and no man was better
liked than ho in whatsoover cnpacity
ho sorved. Many of tho young mob
who rocoived ingtruction from him as
a tenchor'of divine truth, have rison
to honorabloe positions in lifo, nnd now
with tears of thankfulposs can rojoice
at tho
b igid

will bear a rigi
Bei

good ho has dono.

im's character nod lifo work
i analysis, Nono knew
him without being botter for having
koown him. MHis honor and integrity
woro unquestioned. All his dealings
with his follow men woro abovo ro-
proach, Iis lifo stoed for somothing
idenl. Ilis lifo strenpthoned tho cause
of tho true, thobeautiful and the good,
whothor in his church work, in school
work, in his daily labors, or in olit-
ical affnirs, his offorts roflected his
conscientiouncss. As a noighbor ho
could not be oqualed. Asa friend ho
was true, Ho socemed to bo in constant
touch with all that waos for tho best.
To thoso who know him, those worda
aro ontircly unnocossary and wholly
inadequato; and yet history is only
usoful ns a record to strengthen tradi-
tions, and rofresh memory, Mr Sim
will not soon bo forgotten, Thero aro
fow who possess all tho oloments for
od that bo daily oxorcised. No ono
i8 liko him ; no ono can take his placo.
Ho was without demonstration and his
good doods woro unaffectod. It can
scarcoly scom possible that any could
miss him moro than tho writer, and
yot tostimony is woak now to expross
appreciation. It is porhaps suflicient
to realizo that his kindnoss of hear
his charity for all, his malico towar.
pono and his firmnoss io the right,
woro keenly appreciated whilo ho was
yot among us, and that Mr. Sim him-
gelf had tho satisfaction of sceing somo
of the fruits of the good eced ho had
gown. Thoro is too much for the writ- 1
or's pon to oxpress. The bleeding hoart
must find oxprossion in  solitudo '
|thtou;;h watery eyes. Mr. Sim’s life
was fragrant; his memory is swoot; ¢
his roward is realized, Even tho chil- ¢
dron loved him and cnonot conconl i

‘| and wore conducted

VLTSS BAsUs 1Y suULe avewe

Mr, Sim lonves as his sole survivor
his faithful wife, his constant compan-
ion and attendaot for over 30 years. It
is not for words fo ospress what Mr.
Sim was to hor. Ile was hor all in
all; her hopo and joy of lif. Denth
has entored and lifo is wo longer real.
Sympatby finds abundant oxpression
in oll hearts, and Mrs. Sim can rest
assured that her sorrow is pot borne
alono.

Tho funeral sorvices wero hold at tho
Prosbyterian church Sunday morning
tho postor,
Rev. J. R. McQuown, Tho sovore-in-
clomoncy of the weathor provonted
many.from attending. Tho floral trib-
uto was boautiful, Tho pow which Mr.
Sim occupied for so many years wag
draped in mourning and left vacant.
A lifo-sizo portrait hung on tho wall
abovo tho sent, and this sceno was
very touching indood. Tho burial took
place in Wyoning cemotory by the side
of tho children svho had preceded thoir
father to tho heavenly land. All that
remained of the mortal body of Mr.
Sim hns been laid to rest: but the

their griof at thoir loss. ;
M« Qim lanese na hia onla anrrivar

David Sim’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, March 20, 1902
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Marker for David Sim, Wyoming Cemetery

David had a will in which he named his wife the executrix, and in which he left her all of his
property. It was a bit surprising to read because the real estate included only part of the Sim-
Wasson Farm and a wood lot. David was rather sickly, so much of the farm and all of their town
properties were apparently already in Jeannette’s name when David died.

Harbison Orr rented the farm until 1906. After the John Wasson Farm west of Onslow was sold,
Joe Wasson moved onto his sister’s farm with his second wife Lydia and his son Duncan, renting
it from Jeannette. Orr bought the adjacent John Walston farm.

By 1910 Jeannette had given or sold her farm to her nephew Duncan — a 1910 plat map shows
Duncan Wasson as the owner of the farm. Although this was now often referred to as the Duncan
Wasson Farm in local papers, it was also referred to as the David Sim Farm as late as 1919. For
the most part, Duncan rented out the farm first to his father and later to others until March 1922
when he moved onto the farm with his wife Esther, whom he married the previous October.
Duncan and Esther raised their children there.
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Jeannette died April 23, 1914 of congestion of the bowels. Jeannette was buried in Wyoming
Cemetery.
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Death te Sim at Onslow.

A ra, Malodia S50 died ot her home
in Unslow, Friday nfterocoo, April 24,
1014, of congestion of the Lowels alter
an illocess of about a week's duration.
Sbe bad bosn falling in m-ufm for
some $ime, but wbe was aot obliged to

ive up Bor work until about a week

'ore ber deconse. She had been a
bard workiog womap all her life, apd
no doubt u}'lon worked boyond ber
strapgth, Relatives and neigbbore did
all that was posdsiblo to be dape for
hor, snd ovon theskill of Lor pbysician
nod a trained curse werv upavailing
in wardiog off tho inoritable.

Jonpetto Wasson Sim wae born at
Uswego, Noew York, March 3, 1847
1o 1353, she come %o [owa with her
pnronte, Jobn nnd Jemima Russell
Wasscno, loeatiog ino Madison township,
Jonas county. Since 1853 she bas beeo
a residont of tbe vicinity of Onslow
continuously., Op December 20, 1671,
shoe was marriod to David Sim.
tbis ucion firo childron weto bore, all
min‘l‘?:;ncg.“ The o:z llrlng‘thho

& L o’age of fon monibs.
Sbo movrned for all of ber Jittle opes
On March 13, 1002, she was called upon
to mouorb the ceath of Ler buabaod.
Since that time she bas practicsily
lived alono io beér comfortable home
iu Qoslaw,

Mre. Sim is suavived Ly (wo brotb-

ers, namely Williem Warsop of Deaver,
Colotado, aad Joseph Waeeon ol Oo-
ajow, lowo, saod ope eistur, Mra, Naty
Gridley of VWyctning, Jowa, hosides
sevaral vephows and nieces ond A haost
of frisuda

Eurly in ife Mre. Sim confessed the
Ohristion lifo a8 Ler standard, and for|
maoy seaty she has beeo a fajthiul
member of tho Oovslow [resbyterian
oburob, the seme church io which her
decomsed Lusuand Lad been Aw oldor
'for moro thap » quatlorefa contuz.'
Durlog oll of this timo sho would bo
found faitbfully in het place Sabboth
mworolbg, unless unavoidably detaived,
[t was appropeinte that the pew [a {be
church which sha Lad cocupled for ro
many years abould wve vacant and
dinped 1o mowrning on the occasion of
ber fuperal, For at least forty jyeams
sbe bud vewp the leacher of tho pri-
 mary class in the Presbyterian Sunda
rolool, . Sunday aftor Sunday. mont
aftor mooth, yeat ailor Joar, beginciog
‘a8 m young lady, ane eondiog whon
'deatb cadied, sho had azsemblod her
little flock oo the same pialform spd
taught thom (be love of Jesus, She
i took a peraonsl interest in enoh child,
and greeted ench child nod loved emch
chorub ns thoy catae joto and went outb
[rom her clasa with all tbe tonderness
iapd affection of o mothot's Jove, Not
oely on Sundsy whob in the class did
sho dawmovstrate her alfection, but on
|mny dniv npa at soy timo whon tho op-
yortucity offerod, eacl cbild was suto
of m toader carese and a mother-like
blessing, MNsoy a man snd womao
pow past middie lifo, maoy a you
man and maiden, maony o boy and gir

can foday Joolkk baclkk uvpon the time
when ay a listle child they wore taught
the story of Obriet's life sod dntbl
from bor lips. The benrts of many to-
day bleed in anguish for all feel tbe
losa of & friend. Sbe will live in mom-
ory 86 oce whoaea lile was as pure and
froprant of good as tho swectest (lowor
oAt Liowe,

‘*“ Tha lifa af the deceascd was ons ol

‘uu‘ wvivwe,
*Tbo lifo of the cecoascd wox one of
sorvjce, Whotbior io the LOmo or ales-
whore, she was necer Idle Sho wae
alwaye rendy with A kindoear, and
sloays deipg bor part with ber budn|
nod ber beact for the uplift of human-
ity. Maoy s ubild whil long romembar
hor famed gloget coakion, and with sll,
her gonetous and uosaltish borpitality |
wna o bomgebold werd, Of ber vn
child orndult conld ever sty ** | was an |
bhuogered and yo fed me pot,*' Though
bent Io form, and somewbat c:lpplod!
with work and bodily allmonts, bor
swllo of welcome acd bor hearly grest.|
log, bee proverbial kindpess of beart|
without oatentatioo, Lier geverous hos-
pitality to all without affectation—
thuss characteristics will llogor loog
In memory, She ¢can only be remem-
boted as & motherly Chilatian sou)
wbose lile bas been a bepediction to
those aroucd ber. Thb mogels will
koow ber nod welcome hor for ghe bad

tiakon of tbelr natute, and at the
eot of bor Master lo bearen ebe will|
recelve the rich resard of a lifo oternal, |

fucoral service was beld Sunday

morolog, Apell 27, at the Usslow Pres-
wmm chureb, tbe pastor, Rev. B.

. Boobow barlog charge of the sot-
vice. The attoodscos was large,
Frionda from Cedar Rapide, Maquo-
kote, Wyomlog and Annmoma wero
prosent tostifyiog of thelr rompect for
tbho momory of ke life of the decensed,
Mra,  UBorplee Uanson sang * Owe
Bweotly Salemn Thonght'* vary benu.
tllnllf‘ The pall bearscs woro most!
her old oe ghbors, namaly, W, O. I'an
8. G lluites, R. Il Stieeper, M. M
F:lnbo. W 3. Deénnisoo and R M.
Corbit  After the eareico tha body
wne takea to the Wyoming cemotery
for burmal. Mra Mory Uslkios Unas-
eoll sang “*Tho Lan of the Bigafan'
ot (ho burial ceremony with teudor
elfuct  Tuo hody of the deconsed wne
Inld 1o rost benico the remalna of hor
decosrod husband, t

Tho rolatises ar the fuoeral ven:
Josophh Wamsoo and con, Uuncan of
Onslow: Me and Nre, C B] Gridloy,
Alr. and Mrs Uecil Whorer and sooe,
Sim asd Charles, and Mr.land Mre
W. G. Krovss and soo :L all of

W}enlu. ﬂ. N, C.

Jeannette Sim’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, May 7, 1914
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Markers for Jeannette Wasson Sim, Wyoming Cemetery

In 1912, Jeannette sold most of her property in town to Joe and Duncan Wasson. A week before
she died, Jeannette transferred ownership of her Onslow house and property to Duncan.

Jeannette died without a will. Her nephew Will Krouse successfully petitioned the court to
appoint Clifford Paul as executor of her estate, listing her brothers Joe and Will Wasson, her sister
Mary Gridley, and the three surviving children of her late sister Jane Krouse, who died in 1903,
as Jeannette’s survivors. Krouse’s petition did not mention any of the surviving children of
Jeannette’s late brothers John and James, whose widows had moved away with their children
several years earlier. The estate was estimated to be worth about $2000.

As part of the process of settling her estate, Clifford Paul called for Duncan to appear before the
court. Although details were not provided in the news coverage, | suspect it had to do with the
circumstances surrounding her giving Duncan her house and remaining town properties shortly
before she died.
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In any event, by the time Jeannette died, Duncan owned the 200-acre farm east of Onslow as
well as the Onslow house and several town properties that had once belonged to the Sims. In
February 1918, Duncan sold the town house and other town properties to his father Joe for
S4000. The sale included lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 on Block 10 and lots 1, 2, 3, 16, 17, 18, 19 on
Block 11.

Research Notes

Jeannette and her nephew Duncan appeared to have had a close relationship. Duncan ended up
with her farm and her house in town, and news coverage suggested that she was generous with
him at his birthdays.

Jeannette did not have any children who lived for more than a year, and when her husband died
in 1902, she was alone. Her brother Joe’s wife Carrie separated from him in 1898 and moved to
Stanwood, lowa. They divorced the following year. Joe and Carrie’s daughters moved to
Stanwood with their mother, while then-13-year-old Duncan stayed with his father. As Joe and
Jeannette were close, perhaps this gave Jeannette some “mothering” opportunities with Duncan.

III

Duncan was also reaching the age where he could help her out with traditional “men’s work”
chores. Jeannette had two nephews still in the area, the Krouse brothers, but they were older, a
bit further away, and had families of their own to take care of, whereas Duncan did not have his

own family until after Jeannette died.

This is speculation, of course, but it may explain why Duncan got so much from his aunt when
she had a number of other nieces and nephews.
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Jemima Rachel Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s daughter)
Daughter Jemima Rachel died in infancy on March 16, 1873. She was buried in Wyoming
Cemetery.

ALY S ; x /
Wyoming Cemetery

Marker for Jemima Sim,

John A. Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son)
Son John A. died in infancy on September 15, 1875. He was buried in Wyoming Cemetery.
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Marker for John Sim, Wyoming Cemetery
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Stillborn Son Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son)
A son was stillborn on October 5, 1876. The child was buried in Wyoming Cemetery.

! \ N Py

Marker for Stillborn Son Sim, Wyoming Cemetery

Stillborn Daughter Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s daughter)
A daughter was stillborn on January 19, 1878. The child was buried in Wyoming Cemetery.

N

Marker for Stillborn Daughter Sim, Wyoming Cemetery
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Stanley D. Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son)
Son Stanley D. Sim died in infancy on November 18, 1879. He was buried in Wyoming Cemetery.

Marker for Stanley Sim, Wyoming Cemetery
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The David and Jeannette Sim family plot, Wyoming Cemetery

Prepared by Mark David Wasson
Last updated October 31, 2021
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