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Jeannette M. Wasson (1847-1914) 
 

Jeannette Wasson was the fourth of eight children born to John and Jemima 

Wasson. 

 

John and Jemima Wasson’s daughter Jeannette was born on March 3, 1847 in Amboy, Oswego 

County, New York.  She moved to Jackson County, Iowa with her family in 1854, and then to Jones 

County, Iowa by 1860. 

 

Like the rest of her family, Jeannette attended the Scotch Grove Presbyterian Church when the 

family moved to the area in 1854.  She united with the Onslow Presbyterian Church after it 

opened in the 1870s. 

 

   
Jeannette Wasson Sim (left) and David Sim (right) 



Jeannette M. Wasson (1847-1914)  2 

Jeannette married local farmer David Sim on December 20, 1871 at her parents’ home.  David 

Sim arrived in Iowa with his parents John and Rachel Sim and brother James from Pennsylvania 

in 1853, part of a wave of settlers from western Pennsylvania that arrived in Jones County at that 

time.  John and Rachel established a farm east of present-day Onslow.  After they married, David 

and Jeannette lived on his parents’ farm.  He eventually bought some land adjacent to his 

parents’ farm, and later took over the family farm operation.  David bought out his father in 1886, 

and John moved into Onslow at that time. 

 

 
This 1893 plat map shows the full extent of David Sim’s farm, which included 200 acres in 

sections 6 and 7 of Wyoming Township. 

 

• For more about their farm, see The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, 

Iowa. 
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First established in 1853 by John Sim, the Sim-Wasson Farm was later owned by his son David, 

David’s wife Jeannette, and then Jeannette’s nephew Duncan Wasson. 

 

 
The part of the Sim-Wasson Farm that lies north across the road (Highway E29) 
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The sons of Jeannette’s nephew Duncan, Boyd shoveling snow and Douglas sitting in the wagon, 

are seen in front of the farmhouse on the Sim-Wasson Farm that likely dates back to when 

David and Jeannette Sim lived on the farm.  This farmhouse was replaced in 1946. 

 

Jeannette and David had five children, including the following: 

• Jemima Rachel Sim, born December 8, 1872, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• John A. Sim, born April 25, 1875, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• Stillborn Son Sim, delivered October 5, 1876, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, Iowa 

• Stillborn Daughter Sim, delivered January 19, 1878, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, 

Iowa 

• Stanley D. Sim, born January 30, 1879, in Wyoming Township, Jones County, Iowa 

 

Two of their children were stillborn, and the other three died in infancy, none surviving to their 

first birthday. 
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Jeannette and David became quite active in the Onslow Presbyterian Church.  Jeannette taught 

the Sunday School primary class there for more than forty years.  David was elected to the 

position of church elder in March 1877 for a three-year term.  He was repeatedly reelected to 

that position, and held it for more than 25 years until his death.  He was also involved in Sunday 

School for 20 of those years. 

 

 
Jeannette and David Sim, about 1878 

 

In 1888, his father John changed his will, leaving only $25 to David, and the bulk of his estate of 

about $4500 – assuming David had no children – to his brother’s four children back in Scotland.  

After his father died in 1890 David contested the will, challenging his father’s competence. 

 

John’s will claimed that he had given David a good price on the farm when he sold it to him in 

1886, and John had also given David all the personal property on the farm.  Testimony at the trial 

also indicated that John felt he had been treated quite badly by his daughter-in-law Jeannette to 

such an extent as to induce him to sell the farm and leave.  This was the motivation behind John’s 

revision of his will, and seems quite at odds with the image painted in Jeannette’s obituary after 

she died. 

 

David lost the case.  He appealed to the Iowa Supreme Court, which determined a new trial was 

necessary.  David Sim and his Scotland cousins then reached a settlement. 
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In 1899, the old public school property on the west side of Onslow was sold to David and 

Jeannette Sim, and they built a new residence on it.  (One source about that property suggests 

that David Sim owned the property when the school was first built in the 1870s, but I think that 

was simply an awkward wording in that source.)  The Sims moved into their new Onslow town 

home in December of that year, and Harbison Orr began renting the Sim Farm.  Orr would later 

marry Jeannette’s niece Jessie Wasson McBride in 1919. 

 

 
The Sim house in town in the early 1900s, with Jeannette’s nephew Duncan Wasson and his 

friend Will Dennison parked out front. 
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Old Onslow Public School.  The Sims later used part of the building as a barn when they built 

their Onslow town house on the property in 1899. 

 

• For more about their retirement residence, see The Sim Town House and Properties, 

Onslow, Iowa. 

 

David died in 1902.  His funeral was held at the Onslow Presbyterian church, and he was buried 

in Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa. 
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David Sim’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, March 20, 1902 
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Marker for David Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

David had a will in which he named his wife the executrix, and in which he left her all of his 

property.  It was a bit surprising to read because the real estate included only part of the Sim-

Wasson Farm and a wood lot.  David was rather sickly, so much of the farm and all of their town 

properties were apparently already in Jeannette’s name when David died. 

 

Harbison Orr rented the farm until 1906.  After the John Wasson Farm west of Onslow was sold, 

Joe Wasson moved onto his sister’s farm with his second wife Lydia and his son Duncan, renting 

it from Jeannette.  Orr bought the adjacent John Walston farm. 

 

By 1910 Jeannette had given or sold her farm to her nephew Duncan – a 1910 plat map shows 

Duncan Wasson as the owner of the farm.  Although this was now often referred to as the Duncan 

Wasson Farm in local papers, it was also referred to as the David Sim Farm as late as 1919.  For 

the most part, Duncan rented out the farm first to his father and later to others until March 1922 

when he moved onto the farm with his wife Esther, whom he married the previous October.  

Duncan and Esther raised their children there. 
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Jeannette Sim 

 

Jeannette died April 23, 1914 of congestion of the bowels.  Jeannette was buried in Wyoming 

Cemetery. 
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Jeannette Sim’s obituary, Anamosa Eureka, May 7, 1914 
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Markers for Jeannette Wasson Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

In 1912, Jeannette sold most of her property in town to Joe and Duncan Wasson.  A week before 

she died, Jeannette transferred ownership of her Onslow house and property to Duncan.   

 

Jeannette died without a will.  Her nephew Will Krouse successfully petitioned the court to 

appoint Clifford Paul as executor of her estate, listing her brothers Joe and Will Wasson, her sister 

Mary Gridley, and the three surviving children of her late sister Jane Krouse, who died in 1903, 

as Jeannette’s survivors.  Krouse’s petition did not mention any of the surviving children of 

Jeannette’s late brothers John and James, whose widows had moved away with their children 

several years earlier.  The estate was estimated to be worth about $2000. 

 

As part of the process of settling her estate, Clifford Paul called for Duncan to appear before the 

court.  Although details were not provided in the news coverage, I suspect it had to do with the 

circumstances surrounding her giving Duncan her house and remaining town properties shortly 

before she died. 
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In any event, by the time Jeannette died, Duncan owned the 200-acre farm east of Onslow as 

well as the Onslow house and several town properties that had once belonged to the Sims.  In 

February 1918, Duncan sold the town house and other town properties to his father Joe for 

$4000.  The sale included lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 on Block 10 and lots 1, 2, 3, 16, 17, 18, 19 on 

Block 11. 

 

Research Notes 

Jeannette and her nephew Duncan appeared to have had a close relationship.  Duncan ended up 

with her farm and her house in town, and news coverage suggested that she was generous with 

him at his birthdays. 

 

Jeannette did not have any children who lived for more than a year, and when her husband died 

in 1902, she was alone.  Her brother Joe’s wife Carrie separated from him in 1898 and moved to 

Stanwood, Iowa.  They divorced the following year.  Joe and Carrie’s daughters moved to 

Stanwood with their mother, while then-13-year-old Duncan stayed with his father.  As Joe and 

Jeannette were close, perhaps this gave Jeannette some “mothering” opportunities with Duncan. 

 

Duncan was also reaching the age where he could help her out with traditional “men’s work” 

chores.  Jeannette had two nephews still in the area, the Krouse brothers, but they were older, a 

bit further away, and had families of their own to take care of, whereas Duncan did not have his 

own family until after Jeannette died. 

 

This is speculation, of course, but it may explain why Duncan got so much from his aunt when 

she had a number of other nieces and nephews. 
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Jemima Rachel Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s daughter) 

Daughter Jemima Rachel died in infancy on March 16, 1873.  She was buried in Wyoming 

Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for Jemima Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

John A. Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son) 

Son John A. died in infancy on September 15, 1875.  He was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for John Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 
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Stillborn Son Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son) 

A son was stillborn on October 5, 1876.  The child was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for Stillborn Son Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 

 

Stillborn Daughter Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s daughter) 

A daughter was stillborn on January 19, 1878.  The child was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Marker for Stillborn Daughter Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 
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Stanley D. Sim (David and Jeannette Sim’s son) 

Son Stanley D. Sim died in infancy on November 18, 1879.  He was buried in Wyoming Cemetery. 

 

 
Stanley Sim 

 

 
Marker for Stanley Sim, Wyoming Cemetery 
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The David and Jeannette Sim family plot, Wyoming Cemetery 
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